	Writing with Symbols 2000

	Activity
	Writing about the Characteristics of Insects and Spiders

	Type of scanning
	Automatic single switch or Two Switch Step Scanning 

	Selection set


	· Four vocabulary grids – Insect/Spider Choice, Number of Body Parts, Types of Body Parts, Activities

· Characteristic Choice Grid

· Tools Grid

	Tips & Tricks
	Issue: Writing with Symbols does not automatically move a scanner to another grid, therefore a scanner can get ‘stuck’ in the Key Grid. Need to be able to move from one grid to the next. WWS allows you only to move to a single grid rather than giving you a choice, therefore you need to plan your links carefully keeping in mind the writing task. 

With a complicated set-up like this one you need to make some compromises and assumptions on behalf of the writer.

My solution was to:

· Provide the option to repair only after a whole sentence has been written (Macro in the Delete Key is Select Sentence/backspace – in other words – delete sentence)

· Move the writer through sentence completion automatically

Here’s how I did it:

· Make the Insect/Spider Choice Grid the Key Grid (therefore scan starts there)

· Add a link to each of the insect/spider choices to the Characteristics Grid

· Make a link from each of the characteristics choices to their respective grids

· On the #of Body Parts Grid I made a link from each of the choices to the Tools Grid – therefore you choose the # you want and then you are on the grid where you can Delete if you made a mistake or punctuate and move on if you like what you have written.

· On the Body Parts Grid I only made a special “Finished” key because the writer may want to choose several body parts before leaving the grid. When he is done he chooses Finished and he will be linked to the Tools Grid to either correct or punctuate and move on.

· On the Activities Grid (just for variety) I made an extra key that jumps without sending anything to the Tools Grid (a quick way out of the sentence) as well as building a link into each of the choices that takes the writer to the Tools Grid to correct or punctuate and move on.

· On the Tools Grid I made a special key that moves the writer back to the Key Grid to start a new sentence.




	
	Note: To make a link on a key:

1. Unlock the Grid – CTRL Right Click
2. Select the key you want to make the link on – CTRL Click
3. Drop down the link menu – Shift Right Click
4.  Select the kind of link you would like to add to the key

5. Select the grid to be linked to

6. Click on Open
7. Lock up your grid – CTRL Right Click
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